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Society is facing many challenges
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The need for evidence to inform policy
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The European Commission’s political leadership

#Eustrivesformore #vdLcommission
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The Joint Research Centre within the Commission
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Our purpose

The Joint Research Centre 

provides independent, 

evidence-based knowledge

and science, supporting 

EU policies to positively 

impact society.
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• Fully policy-relevant and world class knowledge production

• Priorities driven knowledge and competence management

• One JRC – anticipating emerging issues, 

understanding complexities and bridging silos

• Addressing challenges of research

(information deluge, multidisciplinarity, 

integrity, reproducibility)

Keeping the pace 
with the development of research
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• Independent of private, commercial or national interests

• Works for more than 40 European Commission policy departments

Our role
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Dealing with the information overload
Anticipate Integrate Impact



10

JRC sites

Headquarters in Brussels

and research facilities located 

in 5 EU Countries:

• Belgium (Geel)

• Germany (Karlsruhe)

• Italy (Ispra)

• The Netherlands (Petten)

• Spain (Seville)
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About EUR 380 million annual budget 
plus about EUR 80 million earned

2.800 staff 

> 50 large scale research 
facilities

JRC – Facts and figures 

110 on line databases
> 100 economic, bio-physical and 
nuclear models



JRC History
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JRC Petten: the birth

Petten, 1966 – This cell was

employed for the post-irradiation

handling of experiments

inserted in the reactor.

Petten, 1962 – In November,

the high flux reactor (HFR) 

was officially handed over to 

the Community. Areal view of 

reactor and its auxiliary

laboratories.

Petten, 1963 – General view of 

the HFR high flux reactor built

by the Reactor Centrum

Nederland (RCN). The reactor

went into operation at the end 

of 1962.
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Royal visits

Official opening of the High Flux 

Reactor by Queen Juliana on 16 

November 1962

Visit of Queen Beatrix on the 

occasion of the 50th anniversary 

of HFR operation, 22 November 

2011

2025: King Willem-Alexander?
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Directorate
Energy, Mobility and Climate
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• What? 

Batteries

Hydrogen and fuel cells

• Why?

Can’t decarbonize without them

Users need to trust their performance 

and safety

• How?

Experimental work

Standardisation

Science for policy

Battery and Hydrogen 
Technologies
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Energy, Security Digitalisation and Markets

Smart Grid 

Interoperability 

Laboratory 

Projects of common 

interest – Electricity 

and Smart Grids

Hydraulic model of the 

European High Pressure 

Natural Gas Network

European 

Interoperability Centre 

for Electric Vehicles and 

Smart Grids
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Supply chains

Social aspects

SET-Plan

Energy Transition Insights for Policy

Research, Innovation

& Competitiveness

Heating & Cooling

Decarbonisation

of industry

EIGL mapping tool

Multi-sectoral analysis
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Directorate
Nuclear Safety and Security
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Implementing the EURATOM Research & Training Programme

Nuclear 

Safeguards,

non Proliferation, 

Security 
EU and international safeguards 

obligations

Strategic trade control

Nuclear Security Training Centre

Nuclear Power 

Plants Safety 
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LILLA - Liquid 

Lead Laboratory

SMPA –

Structural 

Material 

Performance 

Laboratories 

JRC Petten nuclear facilities
Virtual tour at Environmental and Mechanical Materials Assessment Facilities | European Commission (europa.eu)

MCL – Micro 

Characterization 

Laboratory

AMALIA –

Laboratory for the 

materials in Light 

Water Reactor 

environment

https://visitors-centre.jrc.ec.europa.eu/en/media/virtualtours/explore-how-we-assess-nuclear-power-plants-core-internals-360deg
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Directorate 
Nuclear Decommissioning 
and Waste Management
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Directorate Nuclear Decommissioning and 
Waste Management

The mission is to pursue the decommissioning of the Commission’s nuclear installations at the JRC sites

and to safely manage the resulting spent fuel, nuclear material and radioactive waste. It is complemented

by the aim of contributing to the dissemination of knowledge on the decommissioning process gained

through the EC Nuclear Decommissioning and Waste Management to all Member States.
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Site Management and 
Development
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New Petten Site Entrance

Fit for purpose

Security Entrance

NEB Principles

Delivery Q2 2026
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New Battery Testing Facilities

• Battery Cell/Material Performing Testing

• Battery Pack Performance Testing

• Battery Safety Testing 

• State-of-the-art 

• Overall budget: ca. 9 MEuro

• Close to completion

Safety testing

Gas cleaning

X-ray computed tomography
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www.ehcampus.com

hello@ehcampus.com

JRC Petten in the 

Energy and Health Campus
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European School Bergen
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 Nursery, Primary and Secondary education

 3 language sections: Dutch-speaking, Anglophone and Francophone

 Dominant language (L1) determines the language section

 A pupil is placed in a section in 2 possible ways:

1) EN, FR or NL -> same section as the dominant language

2) Pupils with the dominant language being any other EU language than EN/FR/NL

• The section will be that of the second working language (L2) of the pupil

• Dominant language is offered regardless of number of pupils

Basic organisation of the European 

School Bergen 
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Thank you 
and keep in touch

© European Union, 2024 or when needed © European Atomic Energy Community, 2024

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under 

the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that are not 

owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from 

the respective right holders.

Slide 2: © Jukan Tateisi − unsplash.com

Slide 21: 3rd circle ©artyway − stock.adobe.com

Slide 27: from left to right ©nextbike – unsplash.com; ©TimSiegert-batcam

and ©Grigory Bruev – stock.adobe.com

Slide 30: ©Okea – stock.adobe.com

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
file:///E:/WRK/2023/02%20Templates/2023.3103%20-%202023.01655%20-%20Support%20request%20for%20the%20JRC%20Templates/10%20wrk%20to%20make%20new%20template/Joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu
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We do science for policy 

Watch our video!

https://www.youtube.com/embed/uF7uruvjAgg
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• Webpagina met informatie over de realisaties van de 

huidige Commissie, een brochure en tijdlijn

en verschillende links naar 12 thematische webpagina’s

• De EU in 2023 — Algemeen verslag over de activiteiten 

van de EU

• Website Europese verkiezingen

• Website van de Europese Commissie

• Europees platform voor burgerparticipatie

• Europese jongerensite

• EU-centra in uw regio - via "De EU bij mij in de buurt"

• Contactcentrum van de EU (gratis) 00800 6 7 8 9 10 11

Hoe blijf je in contact met de EU?

De EU is er voor jou. Er zijn verschillende manieren om op de hoogte te blijven van wat er 

gebeurt in de EU, in contact te komen, vragen te stellen of suggesties te doen:

https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/story-von-der-leyen-commission_nl
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/37fb50d6-73e1-426c-bd4a-87c44c8763d9_nl?filename=Keeping-our-promise-to-Europe_brochure.pdf
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/7f7ca22c-a0fa-49cd-a4af-7efd028b9989_nl?filename=Keeping-our-promise-to-Europe_timeline.pdf
https://op.europa.eu/nl/publication-detail/-/publication/ea6b0987-dd66-11ee-b9d9-01aa75ed71a1
https://elections.europa.eu/nl/
https://commission.europa.eu/index_nl
https://citizens.ec.europa.eu/index_nl
https://youth.europa.eu/home_nl
https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_nl
https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu_nl
https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu_nl

